FROM JUST 


£18 


PER TREATMENT 


“Based on 5 annual treatments 
with a lawn size 
up to 40m? 


HELP YOUR LAWN TO THRIVE, NOT JUST SURVIVE 


Over the last 35 years our love for lawns has continued to grow. We combine 
our passion and enthusiasm with innovative technology and dedicated customer 
service as we continue to revolutionise UK Lawn Care. Our ground-breaking 
12-month Lawn Treatment Programmes, keep your grass looking its best all 
year round, ensuring your lawn receives the love and attention it deserves. 


START YOUR LAWN CARE JOURNEY TODAY 


[ta] ©3] Get an instant free quote at greenthumb.co.uk/measure 


y —) Your local lawn expert will be in touch to analyse your lawn and 
¥ # discuss our innovative Lawn Treatment Programmes 


Jotu our uatiou of Lawn Lovers 


Email: banbury@greenthumb.co.uk 
Call: 01869 345333 
Visit: greenthumb.co.uk Green 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 


WELCOME 


We were finalising this issue of Welford Matters when the news of the 
passing of HM The Queen was announced. Our village is one part of the 
huge national, and international, outpouring of sympathy, gratitude and 
love for a remarkable person who, for most of us, had been the only 
monarch we had ever known. We join everyone in remembering the late 
Queen Elizabeth. We include the Parish Council’s announcement of the 
Queen’s passing and a photograph of the Memorial Hall basked in purple 
light. 

I’m sure you will find something of interest to read in the magazine. 
There are some very informative pieces from the Parish Council on 
footpaths and traffic speeding (a topical subject in recent issues) as well as a 
report on the PC’s annual meeting for 2022 and new Councillor 


responsibilities. Similarly, Manuela’s report keeps us up to date on what 
she has been doing at a District Council level. 
There’s an excellent piece on Roger (‘at the 


Garage’) Timms, described quite accurately as “one Dates for 2022/23 
of a select band of truly Welford people”. I hope you Deadline PRBIeatian 
enjoy the article and the photos that Roger has kindly Issue for articles & Distribution 


shared with us. Other features include a new junior 
readers’ competition and details of an attempt at a World #38 (Nov/Dec) 17:00,11Nov 26/27 Nov 
record for Maypole dancing — you read it here first! 
Finally, it was with sadness that we learnt of the ee eZ) 
passing of Glenis Dyer and her husband, Eric. Glenis 
was known throughout the village for her knowledge PO Mari pN GUe 00 1G Mats Zee Mat 
of shrubs, plants and flowers and was a keen 
contributor of her interesting and colourful 
gardening articles to this magazine ever since the 
early days of Welford Matters. She also helped on 
the editorial team and her sharp eye and experience 
made her an excellent proof-reader. Our thoughts 


and sympathy go to Glenis’s family — she will be 


sorely missed. 

Richard 

WELFORD MATTERS Disclaimer 

Editor: Richard Ham Whilst the Publishers welcome material for publication in Welford Matters, they do not 
Treasurer: Norman Leece guarantee that any item submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue, and the 
Advertising: Linda Sugden Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items which are used. Publication is in good faith 
Layout and Design: Matthew Winston | and does not imply accuracy of the content or agreement with the views expressed. 
Distribution: Jan Turner Contributors’ names will be published with their respective articles unless specifically 


Website Co-ordinator: Colin Winston | requested otherwise 


Printed by @solopress www.solopress.com 
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Making the 


adorable, affordable. 


Luxurious & Elegant 


Established in 1990 Finishing Touches has been providing clients in Warwickshire and the 
surrounding counties with the very best in soft fumishings for nearly 30 years. 
Our attention to detail, personal service and handpicked suppliers means no matter what 
your style or decorating taste we will be able to make you the cushions, curtains or 
upho’stery to give you a room that is your very own bespoke space. 


Preloved designer clothes, shoes, 
handbags & accessories. 
Buy & sell with us in our boutique. 


The Wardrobe Shop 


Dress agency of Warwickshire 


Production & Installation 


All soft furnishings are produced in our Warwickshire studio where we over see every aspect 
of production and ensure every item is finished to our own high standards. Our team then fit 
and install your items completing our full, bespoke service. 


Church Street, Welford on Avon, CV37 8ET. 


Call us on: 01789 750551 
email: info@thewardrobeshop.co.uk 
Visit our website 
www.thewardrobeshop.co.uk 


90 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 
CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


Counters 


Accounts Cloud Accounting 
Chartered 


Management 
Accountants Management Accounts Payroll, CIS, Auto Enrolment 


Taxation Bookkeeping & VAT 


Planning & Budgeting Business Start Up 
Making Tax Digital TAG Financial Planning 


Contact: accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 


www.countersconsulting.co.uk 
01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate House, Alcester Heath, Alcester, Warks B49 5JG 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 


The Passing of 
Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II 


The Parish Council share with our community in the 
extremely sad news of the death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

Our sincere condolences and thoughts are with the 
family at this time. 

Flags will be reduced to half-mast and will be raised 
on Proclamation Day and then lowered again until the 
day after the funeral. 

Flowers can be laid at both the Memorial Hall and St 
Peters Church where there will also be a book of 
condolence. 

We will also light the Memorial Hall in deep purple as 
a symbolic gesture to the Queen. 

The Proclamation will be read at the Memorial Hall 
on Saturday afternoon at 14.00 hrs. 

Simon Carter 
On behalf of Welford Parish Council 
8 September 2022 


Community 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT 


Your Local Leading Supplier of Waste Management Solutions 


fre | 5 ®. J - | 
SP is ta B 


Aggregates Site Waste 
& Topsoil Reports 


Skip Hire Site Tipping 
Recycling over 90% of waste brought to our waste transfer station 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in ( a Apa. — 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. (= Ji | 
itl eos ( i 
* 1 re = er — oe, ae 
Call today to see how our services can be bs al eit 
custom made to benefit your business se =) rm 


he 
—_ 


.— 01386 841181 9 Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BU DG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


( sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 


Bidford on Avon and District 
Gardening Society 


Details of our forthcoming meetings are: 

20th October — ‘Toxic Trees, Poisonous Perennials 
and Wicked Weeds’ by Dr Alison Foster 

After working for 6 years as a process chemist Alison 
retrained as a horticulturist and tonight will explain 
the chemistry behind the toxic nature of a range of 
plants we commonly grow. She will explain what is 
present in the plants and where, allowing us to decide 
what or what not to grow. There will be some 
surprises 

17th November — ‘AGM and Social Evening’ 
Tonight, we have a social evening when members 
have the opportunity to enjoy a slide show featuring 
some of the Society’s past garden visits whilst 
enjoying a glass of wine and a few nibbles. 

As an appetiser to the main event we have the 
formality of our AGM including a brief review of the 
activities of the Society over the previous year. 


Community 


Summer at Avon Cat Rescue 


Summer is the time when lots of cats and kittens get 
abandoned, when people go on holiday or find out the 
cost of boarding, neutering and general rise in the cost of 
cat food and litter. 

We recently took in a kitten one night after someone 
saw it thrown out of a car window near Pershore. It was 
tiny, black and terrified but unharmed. Next day a lady 
turned up with a box full of kittens which she found on 
her doorstep. Luckily, they seem healthy and friendly but 
needed training to feed themselves as they are quite 
young. It worked out well for the single kitten as we 
were able to put it with some friends so it didn't cry all 
night. They are getting on well. 

Meanwhile we have been caring for pregnant cats, cats 
with flu, kittens needing daily eye drops and diabetic cats 
needing Insulin injections. Plus, the stream of cats 
needing vet treatment and neutering. There is never a 
dull moment. In between, we have run market stalls at 
various village fetes around the County 
where we have met lots of supporters and watched plenty 
of dog shows. We had our own bazaar here in July which 
was very successful and 7 lucky cats got reservations for 
a new home. Only one person did not return to collect. 

The next event will be our Autumn Bazaar on 
Saturday October 15th 2.00pm at Welford Memorial 
Hall. We will be selling our 2023 calendar, our own 
Christmas cards featuring our cats as well as a variety of 
bargains, gifts, cakes and more. 

All the funds raised will help to give more unfortunate 
cats and kittens the chance of a home. 

We keep hoping numbers will reduce, but it doesn't 
seem that way. We rely so much on supporters’ 
generosity and the help of volunteers. They keep us 
going. 

Rosemary Spicer 
www.avoncatrescue.org 


15th December — ‘Vintage Garden Tools’ by John and 
Carole Matthews 

John and Carole will tell us about the quality, manufacture, 
types and different uses of garden tools, illustrating this 
with a wide selection of their vintage tools which will also 
be available to purchase — not too late for that special 
Christmas present! 

All meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month 
in The Crawford Memorial Hall, Bidford on Avon, 7.15pm 
for 7.30pm start. Visitors are always welcome at £3.50, 
including refreshments. 

For further details visit www.bidfordgardens.com or 
email us at bidfordgardens@gmail.com 
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Welford & Weston.on Avon Flowers For All Occasions 


= 
Z Mem ori al H a Il A personalised and friendly service from Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist 


4 Registered Charity No: 523032 
@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets # Gift Baskets 


Charges for using the Memorial Hall @ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers 
® Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 
Community use: @ Festive wreaths and gifts 


Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £30:00 
Feiss “geese catalan S1cp Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 
Alternatively - by prior arrangement only - Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 
for sessions less than 4 hours: 
1 Hour = £15, 2 Hours = £20, 3 Hours = £25 


Commercial use: 


Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £50:00 . 
Each Additional Hour £10:00 ( ; a O VA 


= ( wee |e Painting & Decorating Service 


please email No job too big or small 


Professional Service 


4 


welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 


07821 792943 01789 750879 


le 


Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-fo-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you get with a 10-year guarantee. 

You might also like the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 

Better choice... better value... and better service... plus we're Venetians | Rollers | Intu Blinds | ’ 

a Which? Trusted Trader as well! What more could you ask for! Senses Blinds | Wood Venetians | Roof Light Blinds 

Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain | Perfect fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | Romans 
Studio right to your home or business - any day, evening or | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 
weekend. See the latest styles 

: with no obligation. Advice is free, 
p=. measuring is free, and 

¥- expert fitting 

is free* 

too! 


itted in asplittle as! - 


250k for 
Steph 


My name is Sam Wilks 
and I have been a resident 
in Welford since 2017. 
Welford Matters have 
kindly given me the 
opportunity to create this 
article to raise awareness 
to my fundraising 
challenge. 

Iam running 10k every day for 25 days consecutively 
which will accumulate 250,000m...this number signifies the 
amount of money trying to be raised at a staggering 
£250,000. My fundraising target to help towards this effort 
is only 1% of that total at £2,500...but I hope with our 
community support we can far exceed that total and raise as 
much as possible. 

The money is being raised for Steph, a family member 
who is battling cancer. She is trying to raise hundreds of 
thousands of pounds for pioneering cancer treatment. Her 
story is best told in her own words, so I will leave that to 
her as follows: 

"Hello, I’m Steph and I am 34 years old, wife to Ben and 
Mum to two children; Isla who is 4 and Finlay who is I (all 
pictured below at our recent wedding). 


In March this year (2022) I went to hospital suffering 
from terrible headaches and after finding a tumour in my 
brain, I received a full body scan which revealed tumours in 
my liver, lungs and colon. I was diagnosed with stage 4 
colorectal cancer. 

Receiving a stage 4 cancer diagnosis was a massive 
shock. I had only given birth to Finlay 8 months prior and 
do not smoke, drink, eat meat and I exercise regularly. I try 
to do everything I can to stay fit and healthy. 

After the initial shock and devastation of this life 
changing situation I began trying to look at everything I 
could do to get through this. Since March I have been 
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receiving fortnightly rounds of very strong chemotherapy 
(Folfoxiri plus Avastin) to try to shrink the tumours in my 
lungs, liver and colon (which are gruelling) and 
radiotherapy (SRS) to try and kill the tumour in my brain. 
The side effects have been really challenging. I am also 
unable to continue with my job and all the while still having 
to take care of my two young children, without being able to 
drive as well. Cancer truly sucks. 

My body is responding well to the chemotherapy, but it 
always comes with the warning that at some point the 
cancer will progress or my body will no longer tolerate the 
chemo so I will have to look at all options. 

Iam extremely lucky to have private health care which 
has helped cover a lot of medical costs and made some 
drugs available that I otherwise would not be able to afford. 
However, there are a lot of alternative treatments that 
unfortunately are not covered by the NHS or private 
healthcare. 

Iam working with an Integrative Oncologist (as well as 
my Clinical Oncologist) who has recommended several 
alternative solutions including; hyperthermia treatment via 
Sauna, Off-label drugs such as Metformin via the Care 
Oncology Clinic, a whole host of supplements, a specific 
diet, weekly acupuncture, hyperbaric oxygen therapy, 
Vitamin C infusions and the list goes on. 

Given the age of my young family and my desire to defy 
the odds and heal. I am doing everything I can to give 
myself every chance, but these treatments come at a cost 
which is in the thousands of pounds per month. 

I have been told I would need to fundraise by several 
others unfortunate enough to be in similar positions. So far 
I have been covering the cost, but a recent and promising 
treatment option has caused me to seek help. 

I recently got introduced to a couple of clinics in 
Germany that offer an immunotherapy-based treatment via 
personalised cancer vaccines that have helped many other 
patients with metastatic disease. They work by profiling the 
exact DNA of my tumours to then train my bodys T cell 
immunity to infiltrate the cancerous cells and in 
combination with other immunotherapy drugs aim to 
control the disease. Unfortunately, this treatment is not 
available in the UK yet and is not covered by my insurance. 
Its also six-figure expensive and means regular trips to and 
from Germany. 

I have great family and friends around me to support me 
and I want to do everything I can to live as long as possible 
to see my kids grow up. They are THE reason to fight so 
hard. Thank you so much for your support. 

Iam forever grateful." 


You can donate by going to the JustGiving website and 


using their search with ‘250kforSteph’ or use the following 
address: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/250kforsteph 
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Service & Repairs (all makes) 
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MOT 


“®S 


Petrol Sales 0°, | Welford Tail Waggers 
07971123362 


welfordtailwaggers@gmail.com 


Dog Walking and Sitting Services 
Logs, Coal, Calor Gas Welford on Avon and Surrounding Areas 


- DBS Checked 
- Pet First Aid Trained 
E Insured 


free Breeder 


Aspire Beauty 


We all deserve to be pampered and in this busy 

world, what better way to relax and unwind 
than a visit to Aspire Beaut Hair Salon situated 
in the village of Welford on Avon 


a wide selection of affordable 


Aspire Beauty Hair offer 


top-to-toe treatments including body massage, facials and 
Waxing as well as specialised treatments in hair including 


colouring cuts and styling. For those unable to attend the salon 


we can also offer a mobile hairdressing service in your own home 


a Aspire Beauty Hair sell 


r treatments or products 


gift vouchers to be exchan; 


-young or old what better gift than being pampered! 


in tranquil surroundings 


Hair will leave you looking 


Parish Council Traffic Bulletin 


Two recent issues of Welford Matters have contained within 
their pages, perspectives from individuals on the traffic 
situation within our Parish. 

The Parish Council has not been idle on the subject. 
Towards the end of last year, Parish and Town Councils in 
Warwickshire were asked to consider adopting a motion to 
reduce speed limits to 20 mph. This was ahead of a debate by 
Warwickshire County Council Cabinet to adopt 20 mph in 
wide-area schemes as opposed to targeted implementation. 
The Parish Council considered this motion at a meeting in 
March 2022. A 20 mph speed limit along the High Street and 
major arteries through the village was not supported. The 
principle of reducing the speed limit on Headland Road, 
because it runs past the school, was supported. However, the 
decisions were not unanimous; the division of opinion within 
the Parish Council reflected the divisions felt within the 
wider community on this topic. 

By the time Warwickshire County Council Cabinet debated 
their motion in April 2022, seventeen other Parish and Town 
Councils had adopted a motion to reduce speed limits to 20 
mph. In spite of this, Warwickshire County Council Cabinet 
rejected the proposal to introduce 20 mph in wide-area 
schemes, preferring to confine 20 mph to targeted areas. 

One concern of the Parish Council is that existing speed 
limits are not enforced. Neither the Parish Council nor 
members of the public (via Speed Watch, for example) can 
enforce a speed limit; this is the job of law enforcement. We 
can, however, monitor speed and more generally, traffic. 

In 2017 and towards the end of 2018, the Parish Council, 
with the help of our previous County Councillor, Mike Brain, 
commissioned traffic surveys at four sites; on Binton Road, 
the High Street and Long Marston Road. This was to inform 
new signage on the Binton Bridge and changes to street 
furniture on the High Street, which are now complete. 

The data collected then is an objective snapshot of traffic 
volume, type and speed from 2017 and 2018. It can be used 
in a number of ways; to provide evidence for (or against) 
additional traffic control measures, whether existing 
measures are effective, and as evidence that law enforcement 
activity is needed. It can also be used to show the effects of 
development, both local and nearby, on traffic transiting the 
village. We recently used this data to inform our response to 
the proposal to relocate All Things Wild from Honeybourne 
to Willicote Farm on the Campden Road. Traffic forecasts, 
when combined with our data, indicate that we should expect 
to see 10% - 40% increases in traffic volumes during peak 
hours. 

It is for these reasons that the Parish Council has 
commissioned annual traffic surveys starting this year at five 
sites within the village. This will be a starting point for us to 
paint a picture of changing vehicular traffic as the locality 
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changes. However, the strategy lacks detail; there is no 
handle on how traffic changes through the seasons. 

To conduct studies of this type more frequently would be 
desirable, but prohibitively expensive. Nevertheless, the 
Parish Council would still like a continual measure of traffic 
in and around our village. To this end we have chosen to 
invest in Vehicle-Activated Signs. These are of the sort you 
see when driving in to Binton or Long Marston. There is 
mixed opinion on how effective they are at influencing driver 
behaviour, but some have a secondary function to log traffic 
volume and speed. This functionality provides the missing 
piece of the data jigsaw; it will show how traffic changes 
across the year. For the Parish Council, this is crucial; we will 
be able to provide evidence to back up our hunches; it will 
strengthen our position during discussion. 

Neal Appleton, Parish Councillor 


Memorial Hall Update 


The SMART locking system has been installed and is 
working well — this has reduced the need for the 
majority of manual unlocking and locking for Hall 
users. An individual code is provided for each user 
which is valid for their booking slot and maintains 
security. 

It is hoped that a new kitchen will have been 
installed by the publication date of this edition of 
Welford Matters, replacing the tired and dated units 
and worktops and installing a new oven - all which 
will make the Hall a more usable and inviting place to 
use. 

Hall bookings are thriving with Keep Fit, Pilates, 
Yoga, Coffee Mornings, Sewing Club, Welford 
Wives, Games Afternoon, History Society, Cubs, 
Scouts and Brownies — something for everyone. 

We are also going to be looking into setting up a 
“warm hub” with the current energy cost crises and 
the potential of running a cinema evening if there is 
enough interest. 

Carolyn Davis (Warwickshire Police) will be 
holding a drop in engagement surgery in the Hall from 
10:30am until 11:30am on 16th September, 14th 
October, 4th November and 9th December — for any 
Police related questions you may have. 

The Hall AGM, as publicised locally and in the last 
edition, was held on 15th September. 

The Hall is here to be used by all — so if you want 
to organise and set up a village event, or book the Hall 
for a children’s party, etc. just let us know when and 
we can make the Hall available for you. 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 
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Roger at the Garage 


Or, more correctly, Roger Timms who 
is one of a select band of truly 
‘Welford’ people. 

A hundred years ago, in rural 
Welford, it would not have been 
unusual for people to spend their whole 
lives living in one village. Nowadays 
this is rarely the case. Roger is a 
Welfordian through and through. He 
has an ancestral line in the area tracing 
back to 1652, and is a fount of 
knowledge about village families. 

Roger’s Great Grandfather, Albert 
Charles Gardner, was born in 1899 and 
lived in Woodbine Cottage. He was 
employed as a Gamekeeper and 
Roadman for Welford and Weston, 
tasked with keeping the footpaths and 
roads clear and in good condition. 
Passed down in the family are tales of 
him going ‘bat- fowling’. This was the 
practice of setting a fire behind a 
hedgerow of roosting birds at night and 
startling them into nets. The catch was 
cooked as ‘sponger pie’. That sounds 
cruel to modern ears, but are chickens 
any better off? People had to eat. 


Albert Charles would have worked 
along the river from Welford to 
Weston where there was (and still is) 
an upper and lower path. Horses went 
next to the river and walkers above. 

In 1938 Albert Charles’ wage was 
recorded as £1.19 pence a week. 

Albert Charles had a daughter Amy 
who married Jess Radbourne. They 
lived in Chapel Street and later in 
Millers Close. 


—— 


é 
Ith their son Alan, 


Jess, Roger’s grandfather, was a 
Metal Spinner. He made nose cones for 
Spitfires during WW2. 

Amy and Jess had three children 
Alan, Connie and Betty. Betty married 
Maurice Timms. They were a 
resourceful couple who made their first 
home in a single decker bus in Mill 
Lane. Betty moved back in with her 
parents in Millers Close just before 
Roger made his appearance in 1960. 
Betty and Maurice were eventually 
allocated a home a few doors away 
from Roger’s grandparents. 

Many of us, like Roger’s family, 
were very lucky beneficiaries of what 
became known as ‘Council Housing’. 
The 1919 Housing and Town Planning 
Act resulted in the first comprehensive 
plan to build social housing, a process 
which was augmented after WW2, 
offering the stability of long-term 
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Jess bending over shaping the cone 
which is held steadysby an assistant 


a 


tenancies at low rents for millions of 
ordinary people. 

Roger remembers a happy 
childhood centred around his extended 
family, the river at the end of Duck 
Lane and the four classes at Welford 
school, under the eagle eye of Miss 
Higgs. He remembers night fishing 
along the river and schoolboy scrapes 
including sighting what appeared to be 
a ghost on one occasion. 

Roger didn’t much like Bidford 
Secondary School and had thought of 
going into the Merchant Navy when 
his father encouraged him to try an 
apprenticeship to Mr Les Wilshaw at 
Welford Garage. Early in his career he 
set fire to the garage when a fuel tank 
exploded, and not long after 
somersaulted into the inspection pit 
after suffering an electric shock. 
Fortunately, he survived, wasn’t 
sacked and continued to learn his 
skilled trade as well as playing 
football, bowls and continuing to go 
fishing 

Roger worked for other garages in 
the area gaining in knowledge and 
experience. He went on to take over 
Welford Garage on 11th January 1999, 
which coincided both with the birth of 
his son Sam and the centenary of the 
birth of his great grandfather Albert 
just round the corner. > 


Bromus me Ereriet 


PN ail — 

A garage business in a village is 
rarer and rarer these days. 

Countless villagers have benefited 
from Roger’s direct and helpful service 
which is light years away from the 
corporate complications of the large 
chains. 

The old anvil from the forge in 
Chapel Street is in used today at the 
garage as it has the best hard surface 
for tapping and removing wheel 
bearings from their shafts. 

Now Roger works with Sam and 
both hope to continue the business well 
into the future. 


Finally Roger would like to say 
thank you to all his customers and 
friends for their cards and kind wishes 
since his recent heart attack. He is 
recovering well. = 


The anvil 


iPhoto Roger and|Sam, with Malcom (patiently on the pumps in all weathers) 


Nicholas Evans, the author of the “The 
Horse Whisperer” and other novels, 
recently passed away on 9th August 
2022. Nicholas lived with his parents at 
Willowmere, Duck Lane whilst he was at 
Bromsgrove School. We were there at 
the same time and had met up again on a 
number of occasions since leaving school 
- the last time only two years ago. 

Nick was born on 26th June 1950 and 
on leaving school, where he was Head 
Boy, studied law at St. Edmund Hall, 
Oxford gaining a First. He then served in 
Africa with the charity Voluntary Service 
Overseas, after which he studied 
journalism and worked as a newspaper 
reporter and television screenwriter. 

He was married to Charlotte Gordon 
Cumming, a singer songwriter (who 
wrote the 2001 Sugarbabes’ hit “Soul 
Sound’’) and had three children. At the 
time of his recent death, the family lived 
in Devon. 

“The Horse Whisperer” was written in 
1995S. It has sold in excess of 15 million 
copies and is on the list of best-selling 
books of all time. It was made into a 
highly successful film in 1998 which 
Robert Redford directed and he starred 
opposite Kristin Scott Thomas along 
with a 14 year old Scarlett Johansson and 
Sam Neill. 

Nick, his wife and several other 
relatives, were poisoned in September 
2008 after mistakenly consuming deadly 
mushrooms on a holiday in Scotland. 
They all had to undergo kidney dialysis 
and Nick later underwent a transplant 
using a kidney donated by his daughter 
Lauren in 2011. He subsequently 
launched a charity “Give a Kidney — 
One’s enough”, to encourage people to 
donate to a stranger on the transplant list. 

He also published other novels, The 
Loop (1998), The Divide (2005), the 
Brave (2010) and The Smoke Jumper 
(2001), which Nick recently revealed on 
his website that he had agreed an option 
to make a film. 

Richard Brookes 
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01789 332184 | FOURALLS@OAKMANGROUP.CO.UK 
WWW.THEFOURALLSWELFORDONAVON.CO.UK 


BINTON BRIDGE, BINTON ROAD, WELFORD-ON-AVON, CV37 8PW 


Bowling Club Open Day 


Saturday 8 October 2-6pm 


The Club is holding its annual Open Day on the above date. 

We would love to introduce local residents and the wider 
public to the indoor game of bowls. Although there seems 
to be an image that this is usually a sport for retired people, 
you only have to look at the national and international scene 
and see the majority are only in their 40s. 

The Club is eager to bring families into the membership, 
as it is one game that the whole family can play. One local 
family recently visited us to ‘have a go’ and the children 
were very competitive against their father and even beat 
him on some ends. There are not many sports where 
children can be as good as their parents are there? 

It is also a sport competitively played in the 
Commonwealth Games by para-athletes, so again shows 
that the sport can be played by everyone. The Club has 
facilities for the disabled including a special wheelchair for 
indoor use, which we were pleased to lend to the 
Commonwealth Games organisers for the duration of the 
bowling matches. 

As well as the indoor rinks, the Club has a great function 
room for hire with a large car park for guests. This can be 
used for any event and an area can be transformed into a 
skittle alley for fun socials with a group of friends. A 


kitchen and bar are also available to help you make the most 


of your evening. We can even introduce you to our caterer 
who will provide you with a supper or meal. 

We look forward to seeing you!!! If you require further 
information please phone Carole Way (Club Administrator) 
on 07706 042577 or email bowls@boldlink.co.uk 
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Opportunities for Basses, 
Baritones and Tenors 


We are keen to attract more men to balance recently 
increased alto and soprano members. Our website 
www.meonsingers.co.uk will give you a good idea of 
who we are, what we do and how much we enjoy 
doing it. We are a friendly group of nearly 40 amateur 
singers from the area and have opportunities for 
tenors, baritones and basses. There are no auditions. 
Rehearsals are Thursday evenings 7-8.30pm with our 
Autumn restart from Sept. 8th. You’ll receive a very 
warm welcome and be able to see and sample a 
rehearsal or three without commitment. 

Contact our secretary Stuart via our website for 
details and he’ll be very pleased to help. = 


WELFORD ON AVON BOWLS CLUB 


Mill Lane, Welford on Avon, CV37 8EW 


Saturday 8 October 2-6pm 


New and experienced bowlers are all welcome 


No age barrier — bring the family to have a go 


e 
e 
@ No equipment required — we will provide the bowls 
e 


Or just come to view our facilities for events — 
skittles alley, charity events, team days and more! 


@ Light refreshments available 


@ Unable to make the date? We would be happy to 
meet you by appointment — call Carole Way on 
07706 042577 
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Established 1980. 


\ 
For all aspects of tree & hedge work =— Bet seit wth aaedcoad 
- Do you need a gardening 
company to maintain or 
just do a one off tidy? - 
Local and reliable Family Business ‘  - Do you let the property out = 
to holiday makers and need = 
Free Quotations the 5 eter tidying before 
Tree condition reports \W fetietierel visit? Z 


40 years experience = 4 Then call JKG a gardening 
m company local to Newquay, xX 


FULLY INSURED E Crantock, Porth, Watergate, 


Bay. For all enquiries call: 


M:O77957 873 |F9 
01789 751245 Erenquiries@jkgardening.co.uk 


Barton Road, Welford on Avon 


4 Aaron Middleton 
A. Electrical +44 (0) 7545 523 472 


hello@a-m-electrical.com 


Welford Allotments 


Well, the year is rushing through! September already! 

It hasn’t been an easy year for us on the Allotments, the 
weather, as always, messing up our plans. Early prolonged 
rains gave us a late start, and then, of course, we have had 
to contend with high temperatures and prolonged drought! 
(How we Brits love to moan about the weather!) 

However, the crops have survived to a greater or lesser 
degree. We are always surprised by the difference in which 
crop does well in each year: not always predictable! For us, 
the cauliflowers were amazing this year, while the 
raspberries were undersized and sparse. Beans are so far 
disappointing, but the butternut squash is looking really 
promising. Who can explain why, but it is the variety and 
the unexpected which makes it all exciting! 

So now, we are gathering in the rest of the summer crops 
and weeding round the winter ones (when the rain has 
softened the ground). Then we will be looking to dig the 
plots in preparation for the next season — there is always 
some sort of task to keep us busy! 

If you would like to have a go at growing your own — great 
idea in these times — I will be happy to show you what is 
available and tell you more about allotmenteering (to give 
it a grand title). It is a healthy and inexpensive hobby 


which is a lot of fun. Even if it is hard work, it brings a lot 
of satisfaction! 


Linda Horrocks 
01789 750971 


vA 
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PAINTINGS 


T: 07827 966811 

E: Rhian@RhianJohn.com 
www.RhianJohn.com 
Darcy House, 

High Street 

Welford on Avon 

CV37 8EF 


ol ¥ Rhian John Paintings 


1000 Piece Jigsaws 
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5 


2023 calendars are now in stock as well as jigsaws and dare | say 
Christmas cards (sorry!). We always have a huge range of blank 
greetings cards too at just £2 each. 


* Original Paintings * 2023 Calendars 


* Canvas Prints * Jigsaws 
¢ Framed Prints * Christmas Cards 
* Greetings Cards * Homewares 


Rhian also paints many commissions of both landscapes and pets, so 
please get in touch if you can’t find what you are looking for on our 
website, or have a special request. 


You are most welcome to visit us, but please call beforehand to 
check we’re in! 


Dementia Connect service is ready to 
support people affected by dementia 
in Warwickshire 

Dementia Connect is Alzheimer’s 
Society’s pioneering expert service 
for people affected by dementia in 
Warwickshire and across the UK. 
People can live well with dementia 
with the right support and Dementia 
Connect in Warwickshire has helped 
more people in the last 12 months 
than ever before. 

Our Dementia Advisers offer face 
to face and telephone support to help 
people with dementia have better 
access to health, community, housing 
and care services as well as providing 
crucial emotional support to them and 
their loved ones so that people with 
dementia can take control of their 
condition and live the life they 


choose. Dementia Connect is funded 
by Warwickshire County Council 
and delivered by the Alzheimer’s 
Society. 

By 2025 it is estimated there will 
be over 10,610 people over 65 living 
with dementia in Warwickshire, 
although dementia can also affect 
younger people. The Dementia 
Connect team in Warwickshire, is 
there to support everyone impacted 
by a dementia diagnosis, from the 
moment they are worried about their 
or a loved one’s memory, through to 
a diagnosis, post diagnostic financial 
and legal advice and end of life 
support. 

To get support, telephone: 033 
3150 3456 (calls charged at standard 
local rate) or email 
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SOLICITORS 


Friendly legal advice to support you and your family 


Whether you're an individual requiring legal assistance or have a family matter, you can rely on our 
experienced team of specialist lawyers to point you in the right direction to get the best outcome. 


Supporting you and your family through life’s challenges. 


Children & Families Public Law e Criminal Litigation & Motoring Offences * Dispute Resolution 
Family: Divorce, Child Contact & Finances * Medical Negligence & Personal Injury 
Property: Conveyancing e Wills, Probate, Tax & Trusts 


fall A. ell oarti bak, fmiGrra 


Coventry Leamington Spa Nuneaton Southam Stratford-upon-Avon 


kind, helpful. excellent 


Call 01789 299115 or visit www.alsterskelley.com fw f Zin) 


Solhaws 


dW 


Enjoy your garden all year round with our beautiful 
bespoke awnings, glass verandas 
and glass rooms 


Create the ultimate 
luxurious outside living space ... 
rain or shine, day or night, with all CT 
elements covered ... ; 
SolHaus are authorised partners of German Manufacturer 
Weinor GmbH 


We design, configure and install highest quality products, 
engineered and tested with the latest in technology using top spec materials in the industry 


56 frame colours and 150 fabric patterns 


Get in touch with \ = altima ga 


SVE BTC 


us now forachat — ° PE 


and free no ETSI ar aaa 


obligation 
quotation : 


Telephone : 
07727721430 
or 01386 421334 


e-mail : sales@solhaus.co.uk website : www.solhaus.co.uk 


Flying High at 80 


Dorothy Barton (Dot) moved to Weston on Avon 30 years 
ago where she stayed for 3 years before moving to Duck 
Lane, Welford. Dot celebrated her 80th birthday 23rd August 
2022 and wanted to mark the occasion with her daughter 
Helen, by challenging herself on one of the biggest zip wire 
zones in Europe, down a quarry in Wales at speeds of up to 
100mph. They wanted also to raise awareness for The Pink 
Ribbon Foundation which is close to their hearts as Dot's 
younger daughter, Karen, sadly passed away 7 years ago aged 
41 years old from breast cancer. You can read more about 
this on the Just Giving website, search Helen Barton then zip 
wiring for Karen. 

The day was a complete success and Dot is already 
planning something equally daring for next year. 

Now back on safer ground, Dot continues her other passion 
of collecting antiques, mainly Edwardian/Victorian silver 
miniatures where she has a selling space at Barn Antiques. 
Two of her items have been picked out by the television show 
Bargain Hunt. 

Well done, Dot. m 


Community 
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Junior Inventors 


Can you invent something which will change 
the world? Amaze your friends? Or even 
help at home? 

Here is an invention we liked! Can you do 
better! 


THE TURBOMATIC ECO HANDWARMER 


, 


PERSONAL 
Con N Eat 1 NG WIND 
WIRE TURBINE 


PowWER 
BACKPACK 


\ 


TOAS TIE 
GLOVES 


You can employ an adult as a Technical 
Advisor or Artistic Assistant as long as the 
idea is yours! 

Prizes for best under 10 and over 10. 
Entries to welfordmatters@gmail.com by 5th 
November. Let us know if you want to send 
a paper rather than online copy. 
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The Gallery at The Guild 


Nestled in the Cotswold town of Chipping Campden is the 
little gem The Gallery at the Guild, a co-operative of 
talented, local artists. Situated on the ground floor of the 
historic Old Silk Mill on Sheep Street, once home to the 
famous Guild of Handicrafts, the gallery offers a wide 
range of unique, highly skilled work across many 
disciplines including painting, ceramics, textiles, 
photography, jewellery, sculpture, glasswork and 
woodturning. With such a diversity of work on display 
there really is something for everyone. 

Established in 2005 the Gallery at the Guild is now a 
firm favourite with both visitors to the Cotswolds and 
locals alike, especially if looking for inspirational, 
affordable, handcrafted art to grace their homes or looking 
to buy a gift for someone special. 

The gallery has a relaxed, friendly atmosphere where 
you can meet one of the artists taking their turn stewarding 
and are very willing talking about their work. The 
gallery’s main display space changes frequently 
throughout the year as each artist is given an opportunity 
to feature more of their body of work in a headline 
exhibition. In addition, there is a ‘shop’ area, displaying 
smaller works by the artists ensuring there is something 
enticing for all budgets. Leading up to Christmas, the 
artists like to provide affordable, unique and unusual gifts 
so come in and browse, you never know what you might 
find. 


Open daily 10am — 4pm 

The Gallery at the Guild 

Old Silk Mill 

Sheep Street 

Chipping Campden 

GL55 6DS 
www.thegalleryattheguild.co.uk 
Facebook: @thegalleryattheguild 
Instagram: @the_gallery at the guild 


Kate Barry - Photography . Adasm rlussain- Glass 
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Welford Natters 


Write to welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Traffic - the debate continues... 

In reply to Malcom Merry's letter may I say that 20 m.p.h. 
limits are now being introduced in many places in the U.K., and 
in particular in Oxfordshire, where the County Council has had 
a policy for some 18 months to reduce all 30 m.p.h. speed limits 
to 20, and they claim that well over 70 communities have asked 
them to impose such 20 m.p.h. speed limits, including Witney 
Town Council. Witney is an area where air quality has been 
particularly poor over the years, so the Town Council wants to 
encourage people to leave their cars at home and cycle and 
walk or use bus transport, and at the same time pedestrians can 
come into the town and shop in safety, while slower speeds 
means better air quality. 

Air quality in Welford-on-Avon is already classed as 
medium, with all the three main pollutants exceeding the World 
Health Organisation limits. The Welford air quality and the 
volume of traffic can only get worse as more and more homes 
are built on the Garden Village site at Long Marston, Meon 
Vale, and other developments, in the area. The B.4632 cannot 
cope with increased traffic, and this is equally true for the road 
through Long Marston, Welford-on-Avon and Binton villages, 
which is used as a rat run to avoid the B.4632, and Stratford 
town centre, to reach the A46. There is a lack of new 


. . * = . SSS 


Community 


infrastructure in the Long Marston area, and there is a need to 
improve public transport, otherwise the Long Marston area will 
become car dependent. Sadly improving bus services are not 
the answer as they tend to be unreliable, due to traffic 
congestion. The only alternative is reopen the railway south of 
Stratford to serve Long Marston and then on to Honeybourne, 
with new services from Stratford to Long Marston, Moreton-in- 
Marsh, Oxford and Paddington in one direction and from 
Birmingham and Stratford to Long Marston, Honeybourne, 
Evesham, Worcestershire Parkway and Worcester, in the other. 
Unfortunately the Department for Transport has ruled out 
further money to develop the business case for the 
reinstatement, however, this decision was completely flawed as 
no mention was made of the Garden Village, Meon Vale or the 
Porterbrook Rail Innovation Centre, where a Hydrogen fuel cell 
train is being developed. In fact the Government even claimed 
their decision was due to the area being lightly populated - if it 
is now it certainly will not be in the future. What nonsense! 

Oxfordshire Council Leader, Liz Leffman, claims that the 
whole of the centre of Oxford now has a 20 m.p.h. limit, while 
Charlbury has had a 20 m.p.h. speed limit for some time. Ms 
Leffman claims that where a 20 m.p,h. limit has been applied, 
while drivers do not always keep to the new limit, at least they 
certainly drive under 30 m.p.h. She also claims that the police 
are supportive of the reduced speed limits, although they will 
not be enforcing it on a daily basis. 

It is also interesting to note that the Labour Welsh 
Government has announced that all residential roads in the 
country will have their speed limits reduced to 20 m.p.h. limit. 

The Government is considering reducing the speed limits on 
rural roads from the present 60 m.p.h., such as Milcote Road. 
Ten times as many people die on rural roads than on 
motorways; motor cyclists are twice as likely to be killed on a 
tural road than an urban road while cyclists are three times 
more likely to be killed on a rural road than on an urban road. I 
have no statistics for pedestrians and horse riders!!! 

As far as Warwickshire County Council is concerned, they 
have informed me that the Warwickshire local police team have 
been asked to pay attention, as and when they can, in terms of 
an increased presence in Welford-on-Avon, and to explore 
getting some further information on speed levels to inform 
future deployment. I am not aware that such a police presence 
has been seen in the village, certainly not where I live in Long 
Marston Road. 

The only 20 m.p.h. limit locally, as far as I know, is 
Waterside and Southern Lane, by the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre, in Stratford-upon-Avon, which generally seems to be 
observed. My own view is that as a first step, in Welford, the 50 
m.p.h. speed limit down Welford Hill, should be reduced to 40 
m.p.h., to slow vehicles down before they enter the 30 m.p.h. 
limit, in the village, and at the same protect golfers crossing the 
road to reach the second part of the golf course. 

Michael Brockington 
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Well, as you read this, summer will be all but gone. It was a 
hot and dry summer this year and as expected the river was 
very busy. When the days are long and warm there is nothing 
more idyllic than lazing by a meandering river, so as 
fishermen we get to share the banks with the picnickers, 
swimmers, paddleboarders and kayakers, and a variety of 
other boats and narrowboats. Fortunately for us anglers the 
best chance of catching fish at this time of year is either early 
mornings or late evenings, when most of the above activity 
has started to die down, but the downside is the amount of 
litter and rubbish left behind. Other club members and I often 
go home with a carrier bag of other people’s detritus, so 
please be courteous so we can all enjoy our lovely river. 

On to the fishing, with the distinct lack of rain over the 
summer months, the river remained very low and clear, 
especially downstream of the weir, and the fishing has been 
tough. Barbel have been few and far between, but the chub 
has been obliging at times with some fish going over 6lb 
(2.72kg). The fishing will benefit from a good flush through, 
late summer early autumn rain will do the trick. 

In the meadows above the weir, there has been some good 
fishing albeit slow at times. With bream, roach, perch, dace 
and rudd all showing up. One of the prettiest fish coming out 
of the river is the rudd, a beautiful golden coloured body with 
bright red fins, a shy fish which grows up to a maximum of 
around 4/5Ib, (1.8/2,26kg) the one shown was just short of 
1lb (0.45kg). The rudd is primarily a surface feeding fish. 
Bread, maggots or casters tend to be the best baits, and 
evenings are certainly your best chance of catching a few, try 
the shallow margins close to lily pads. 

Another lovely fish is the roach, one of the most 
widespread fish in our rivers, similar in appearance to the 
rudd. Main differences are, roach, red eyes, mouth down 
turned, rudd, orange eyes, mouth upturned. Also, the roach is 
more silver coloured on its flanks and to confuse matters 
even more you can often get roach/rudd hybrids due to their 
spawning habits. Roach up to 11b(0.45kg) are common, but 
anything over 2lb (0 .90kg) is considered a specimen, and a 
3lb fish is very rare indeed. > 


An interesting fish to come out this summer is a small 
zander, this is an invasive species that came to the UK in 
1878 and was legally stocked into the lakes at Woburn 
Abbey. They were then subsequently illegally introduced into 
several fisheries so are now widespread throughout England. 
Whilst the one shown is only a small fish, they are ferocious 
predators, with very sharp teeth. They hunt in packs often 
surrounding a shoal of roach or other small species. They 
tend to grow quickly and become solitary hunters once they 
get to around 10lbs, (4,5kg). A 15lb 140z (7.25kg) zander 
was caught from the Warwickshire Avon earlier this year. 
Favourite methods of catching zander include lures, live 
baits, or dead baits, they are most active around dusk and 
during the night. 

Another regular visitor to the landing net is the perch, one 
of the greediest fishes in our waters and often the first fish 
you catch when you start fishing. Small perch are abundant 
and are easily recognised with dark vertical stripes and red 
fins, they can’t resist a small worm on the hook. The one in 
the photo is around the 1lb (0.45kg) mark, they can grow to 
5lb+ (2.25kg), and anything over 3lb (1.36kg) is a very good 
fish, they are usually caught on a lure once they get bigger. 

Finally, a plea to all the dog walkers please keep your dogs 
on a lead, even when the sheep are not in the fields, the 
signage is clear at the entrances to all stretches, also please 
clear up after your dog. The amount of dog muck in the 
fishing spots close to the river is on the increase, most likely 
being caused by dogs being out of sight of their owners, 
another good reason to be kept on a lead. 

Peter Gibson 
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September | October 2022 « Welford Matters 25 


Plan for tomorrow — cherish the today 


We know that family is the most important thing in your life. So it's good to know that, with the right advice, 
transferring wealth to loved ones can be extremely easy — as well as immensely rewarding. 


Whether it's helping youngsters onto the housing ladder, contributing to a grandchild’s education or a 
parent's care fees, we can help you share your wealth whilst you're still able to see the joy that it brings. 


Welford resident Richard Stilgoe offers a friendly and approachable service, backed by the strength and security of a 
FTSE 100 company, St. James's Place Wealth Management. Being local he’s well placed to help whenever needed. 


Please do get in touch for a chat. 


PARTNER PRACTICE OF 


RICHARD STILGOE pipprs ST. JAMES S PLACE 


Principal WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


STILGOE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 


® 
Partner Practice of St. James's Place Wealth Management 
07976 359779 S ] LPO ¢ 


richard.stilgoe@sjpp.co.uk 
www.stilgoefm.co.uk FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 


Financial Conduct Authority) 


ts k/products 


5 pervice: 
id ‘Partner Practice 
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With the help of the children and 
staff of Welford Junior School, we 
are planning to set the world 
record for the longest maypole 
dance. There is no current record - 
Guinness have said if we can 
achieve 24 hrs, they will enter that 
as a world record. 

The date of this historic event 
will be around May Day next year, 
to coincide with the school's 
annual maypole dance. The 
children, together with parents and 
other volunteers in the village, 
would all play a part in putting 
Welford into the Guinness book of 
records. 

This is planned to be a 
fundraising event, raising money 
for the school, and possibly other 
local charities through 
sponsorship. It will also be a way 
to preserve and celebrate an age- 
old village tradition and make use 
of our famous maypole. I hope it 
will be a great community event 


and, most of all, good fun for all 
involved. 

Mrs Leeman, the head teacher, 
has offered to give a series of six 
maypole dancing classes at the 
school hall, for all interested 
adults. These will be on 
Wednesday evenings, 7.30 - 8.30, 
starting on 16th January. There 
will be a small fee of £2 for each 
class, again raising money for the 
school. Please do come along, 
however capable you feel you may 
be - there will be opportunities for 
everyone to take part. 

If you are interested in taking 
part or helping in any way, but 
can't get to the classes, then please 
contact me at 
martinjohnfoster@hotmail.co.uk 

By the way, if we are successful 
at this, and the old traditions are to 
be believed, then there should be 
bumper crops for all the local 
farmers next year! 

Martin Foster 


Welford Wives 


Autumn is upon us, and the evenings are now drawing in. 

Our first meeting back after the summer break should 
have been the speaker and her Hearing Dogs for the deaf, 
unfortunately she had taken a fall the day before and was 
unable to join us. Fortunately for me our local artist lives 
next door and came along to do a practical demonstration of 
which we were all involved in. The evening flew by and we 
were concentrating so much on our art work, at one point 
there was silence in the hall. It was a fabulous evening and a 
special thank you to Rhian John for stepping in at the last 
moment. 

Our next meeting is with the Heart of England Forest 
Trust. The speaker will be giving updates on all the works 
carried out so far and future plans. 

If you would like to join us for a social evening, we meet 
on the first Wednesday evening of every month in the 
an unconventional method of keeping their pond Memorial Hall at 7.45pm. You will be most welcome. 
topped up. It is one way to beat the hosepipe ban but Sue Hook 751400 
is unlikely to be recommended in any gardening Christine Cooper 750667 
textbook. | welfordwives@gma 20M 


Necessity is the Mother of Invention 


During the recent prolonged and extremely hot dry 
summer months some local pond owners resorted to 
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Laon Spee ae FOOT @ HEALTH 
> Charlotte Ward BY HELEN 
Physiotherapy Nail Trimming & Reduction 
: ae i Callus & Corn removal - Ingrowing Toenails 
Fungal Nail & Foot Treatment 


Verruca Treatment 
Diabetic Footcare & Advice 


Experienced physiotherapist providing foothealth byh elen @gm ail.com 
thorough assessment and treatment for a : 
wide variety of conditions including: 07842 269813 
Helen Bacon @ v=" ¥ 
+ Muscle and joint pain DipCFHP MPSPract aie 
+ Sports’ injuries 
* Whiplash 
* Neck pain 
* Low back pain and sciatica 
+ Headaches 
* Rehabilitation following surgery and fracture AVON ARCHIT EC TURE 
+ Arthritic problems such as osteoarthritis of hip/knee 
* Work related pain T: 01789 751 345 
M: 07972 203 422 
E: enquiries@avonarchitecture.co.uk 
tet: 07714583533 hcpc W: avonarchitecture.co.uk 


Email: Charlottephysio24@gmail.com registered ! 
Clinics in: Welford on Avon and 


Bannatyne Health Club & Spa Wildmoor 


A Welford-based business 


www.hcpc-uk.org 


Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon. 


The Barn spans over 3,000 sq ft of furniture, antiques 
and collectables. 


Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV37 8RP 
01789 721 399 - info@barnantique.co.uk - www.barnantique.co.uk 


Clergy Letter 


At the time of writing this, it is less than 24 hours since we 
heard the sad news of the death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. Alongside prayers and messages of 
condolence for the Royal Family, individual and collective 
memories of the Queen’s life will no doubt be recalled and 
shared over the next few days and weeks. The period of 
official mourning which has just begun will recognise the 
need for communities to find and share opportunities for 
commemoration of the Queen’s lifetime of service to her 
country. These opportunities will be a reminder of our 
need to give thanks, not just in happy times such as the 
recent Platinum Jubilee celebrations, but also in times of 
sadness such as this. 

In a time when we can feel surrounded by sad news of 
death and war, financial hardship, natural disaster and 
other very real issues which may well prompt less than 
positive feelings in response, the months from September 
to November also bring a season with prompts to recall 
things for which we can we can be thankful and 
opportunities to give thanks in different ways. 

Towards the end of September and beginning of 
October we have Harvest Thanksgiving services in our 
churches - opportunities to thank God for his provision 
and to think about how we can play our part in sharing his 
gifts with others. 

On the final Sunday in October, the 30th, people from 
Welford, Weston, Long Marston and Quinton will gather 
at All Saints’ Church, Weston at 10.30 a.m. to remember 
and give thanks for all the saints - well-known and less 
well-known followers of Jesus down through the ages to 
the current day. There will also be a time during this 
service when people who have been important in our own 
lives and loved ones who have died can be especially 
remembered. 

November brings communities together across the 


St. Peter's 


at St. Peter’s Church, Welford 
on Sunday 25th September 
at 4 pm 


Come along for Bible Based Stories, songs, craft 


activities and refreshments for all the family 
On 25th September, as well as all the usual Messy Church activities, you are 
invited to bring along donations of non-perishable food items for St. Peter’s 
Harvest collection for Birmingham City Mission’s Basics Foodbank. 
Messy Church will also be meeting at 4 pm on 23rd October and 
27th November (venue to be confirmed) 


Contact Rev'd Yvette Grundy for more details. 
01789 750006 ygrundy@icloud.com 


The Parish Church of St Peter 


country to remember and give thanks for all those who gave 
their lives in the World Wars, and also those who continue to 
serve and risk their lives for the benefit of others. Community 
acts of Remembrance on | 1th, as well as church services on 
13th, will see many such gatherings. 

All are welcome to come along to the services taking 
place in our local parish churches. Do take a look at the 
additional details of the particular services coming up and 
feel free to join these thanksgiving opportunities. 

The Bible urges us to ‘be thankful in all circumstances’ (1 
Thessalonians Chapter 5, verse 8). It does not say that this 
will be easy, but there are various Biblical examples of 
people whose lives were positively changed when they 
managed to do this. 

There may be many things in our lives and the world 
which do not prompt us to feel thankful - things which really 
need to change for the better for the good of a few or for all. 

In this season of ‘thanksgiving’ as we face the challenges 
of life in this world, can I encourage you to take whatever 
opportunities you can find to pause, to recognise what is 
good, and to be thankful - whether that is to God or to 
someone else - and if you can, express that thanks as a prayer 
or comment of appreciation. It may not immediately remedy 
the problems surrounding us, but it can open the possibility of 
making a positive difference in our own or someone else’s life. 
Revd Yvette Grundy 


| SthN vember 2022) 
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Remembrance Sunday 


A Service of Remembrance 
will be held at 10.45 a.m. 
on Remembrance Sunday 

in St. Peter’s Church 
Welford on Avon 


All are welcome 
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DO YOUR 
EYES BURN, 
FEEL ITCHY, 

STICKY 
OR WATERY? 


We offer non-invasive 
treatments which give 
immediate improvement for 
eye discomfort and provide a 
long term solution. 


Call: 01789 268 828 Visit: 57 Ely Street, Stratford-upon-Avon 
www.cgoptical.co.uk 


Parish Council Update 


Dear all, I write to let you know about our new Parish 
Councillor and a change in Councillor portfolios for your 
information. 

Firstly, let me welcome Robert Brown, an ex-Police 
Officer, to the Parish Council. Last year we added Martyn 
Stanley, an ex-Head Teacher, to the Council so we are now 
complete as a Parish Council 

As chair, it’s always very pleasing to see so many willing 
volunteers coming forward to work on the Parish Council. 
As many of you will know it’s an unpaid role with the only 
employee being the Clerk, Iona Wibberley but it’s very 
rewarding. As always if you do have an interest in getting 
involved with your local community please do let me know. 

I look forward to working with Robert as part of the team 
making ensuring that Welford-on-Avon remains the great 
place it is to live. 

The Councillor responsibilities are effective from 9th 
Sept 2022. If you want to make contact, please do so in the 
usual way via the Clerk on 07715 211340 or via email at 
welfordpc@yahoo.com 
Simon Carter, Chair. 


Jamie Hockaday, Deputy Chair 
Planning, NDP, Enforcement, CIL and SDC Planning 
liaison etc 


Martin Lake 
Financial matters, audit, annual accounts, finance process, 
contracts & procedures 


Martyn Stanley 

Village maintenance — Grit bins, Notice Boards, Gateways, 
Synder Meadow, Millennium Trust PC rep, Annual Parish 
Council mtg team. 


Debbie Jones 
Remembrance day, Defibrillators, Flood Action Group, 
School Liaison 


Robert Brown 
Rights of Way, Footpaths including pavements, Cress Hill 
& PC Land management, Annual Parish Council lead. 


Neal Appleton 

Website, Publicity, Community liaison, Traffic issues, 
VoEFQP, Highways matters, School playing field & 
playground equip 


Simon Carter, Council Chair 
Welford Matters liaison, Welford Sports Club Trustee 


Community 


Scouts 


ist Welford on Avon 


At the time of writing this we are about to the start of a new 
term with our youngsters. We are looking forward to finding 
out what they have done through the holidays. We wish good 
luck to any of them who are starting at new schools. 

Weare still very sad that we have had to make the hard 
decision to close our Beaver Scout Colony. We have struggled 
through the past few terms with a shortage of leaders. Our Cub 
Scout leader, Rob, moved up to help Stuart and Will with the 
Scout Troop and the gap was filled by our Beaver Scout 
leaders, Catherine and Maria who took on the challenge of 
running the Beaver Colony and the Cub Pack at the same time. 
The reduction in numbers of members caused by the pandemic 
helped with this situation but they could not continue to run two 
meetings for different age groups at the same time. Hence the 
painful decision to close our Beaver Scout Colony. We have 
managed the situation by freezing recruitment to the Beavers 
and, at the end of this current term, the last of the Beaver Scouts 
will move up to the Cub Pack. 

Our meetings will continue to be held on Monday evenings 
at the Welford Memorial Hall but we have tweaked the timings 
slightly and they will now be: 

Beavers/Cubs — 17:30 to 19:00 
Scouts 19:15 to 20:45 

We have said this before, but I’Il say it again — we really 
need more leaders. Surely there must be someone reading 
this who could offer to help us. Ideally we would like to recruit 
some leaders for the Cub Scouts so that our Beaver leaders can 
restart the Beaver Colony. Even if you can’t help on a regular 
weekly basis we would still like to hear from you. If you have 
no previous experience then we can offer training. 

We experience another problem on an occasional basis - our 
rules mean that we must have a first aider at every meeting and 
we can usually manage this as most of our leaders have a first 
aid qualification. Occasionally we have had to cancel a 
meeting so if you have a first aid certificate and wouldn’t mind 
coming to an occasional meeting that would be a great help. 
You could just come along and read a book if you did not want 
to take part in the meeting — your presence would be enough. 

If you can help us in any way we would be delighted to hear 
from you. Please contact me, or Maria Smith 
(welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com) 

The members of the Scout Group join with people 
throughout the kingdom and around the world to mourn the loss 
of Queen Elizabeth II. We look forward to a new era and, on 
the first meetings of the new term our members will be 
renewing their promises, the first part of which will reflect the 
change: We promise that we will do our best, to do our duty to 
God and the King... 

Cathy Millwood 
welfordscoutgroupjoin@gmail.com 
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BEEVIRTUAL 
Executive Support | HR Support | Private Tenancy Support 


Never worked with a virtual assistant before? No problem. BeeVirtual is ready to clean up 


Take your life back and focus on what's important to you, I'll handle the daily tasks. 


Still not sure? BeeVirtual is ready when you are. Get in touch with me today and | would be 
more than happy to discuss your business’ unique needs. 


Rebecca Handforth — Director 
07850 590300 
Rebecca@beevirtual.online 


www, bee-virtual.co.uk 


I l 


Bespoke Beautiful Worktops 


01386840868 
info@graniteplanet.co.uk 
www.graniteplanet.co.uk 


————— 


GRANITE PLANET 


a world beyond comparison 


your inbox, handle your scheduling, advise on travel, manage projects, and so much more. 


+7 RN 4 


WINDOW CLEANING 


20 Years Experience 
Free Estimates 
07974 268304 
RNwindowcleaning@yahoo.com 


FURNITURE RESTORATION 


Antique and Modern Furniture Restored 
By Craftsman Charles Barnett 


a French & Wax Polishing # Furniture Stripped 

a Desks Re Leathered  m Locks opened & keys cut 

a Brass Polishing a Insurance work a speciality 
Established 1975 

Phone Work 01789 266469 Mobile 07792 423343 


* En- Suite Bathrooms 

* Country Breakfast 

* Wi-Fi 
A lovely welcoming B&B located in the Beautiful 
riverside village of Weston on ‘Avon within easy reach of 
Stratford upon Avon and the Cotswolds. 


Bookings and Enquiries 
Telephone: 01789750688/07909227690 
€-mail: info@westonfarm.co.uk 


www.threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk 


Dear Residents 

As I write this, the sad 
news of the passing of 
HM Queen Elizabeth II 
has just been 
announced. My 
thoughts and prayers 
are with the Royal 
Family. We are 
mourning the loss of a 
great monarch, who 
served our country with 
dignity and grace all her life. For many, she has been a 
constant beacon of strength and hope, and she will be 
missed so very much. 

To me the Queen represented leadership, duty in public 
life, courage and compassion. She was valued and loved by 
millions of people around the world, and the recent 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations showed how much she was 
respected and admired. 

In the weeks ahead, there will be time to reflect on her 
great achievements, and celebrate her life, as well as 
welcoming our new monarch, HM King Charles III. 

In the meantime, I would like to say, like Paddington 
Bear’s touching message to the Queen during the Jubilee: 

Thank you Ma’am, for everything. 


FULL COUNCIL MEETING — OCTOBER 

In many parts of England, a drought emergency was 
declared in the summer. With this in mind, and the 
challenges of climate change, I’m working with colleagues 
on a council’s motion about water resources and efficiency 
in new developments for our next council meeting in 
October. 

Among the other questions to be submitted to full 
council are: a proposal to produce a local list of buildings 
for the non-designated heritage assets (such as Weston 
House); water pollution; energy bills and councils’ leisure 
centres. If you have an issue you would like me to raise at 
Council meeting, please let me know and IJ can then ask 
questions, which can become the basis for new policy 
proposals. 


NEW WASTE COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS 

The new 123+ waste collection started in August. It 
featured two big changes— a weekly food waste collection 
and switch to three weekly collections for the general waste. 
For some villages (and even some roads within a village) 
there were changes to collection routes and collection days 
which have caused some delays as well as confusion. In 
our ward there have been late deliveries of caddies and 
wrong calendars sent to residents. There have been 
complaints about maggots in the food caddies. 
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This is something, together with issues surrounding nappies 
and adult incontinence products, that I raised several times 
at council meetings and in briefings with officers. 
Regarding the maggots, the three-position handle is 
supposed to lock the lid which should reduce the chance for 
flies to get in. The Council advises to line the caddy with 
newspaper. Also, using starch-based bin liners in the small 
caddy, then transferring them to the big one, might keep the 
whole thing a nicer operation — but you must use 
compostable ones (to standard EN13432). These 
compostable bags are also available on the Warwickshire 
County Council website. Some households have not had 
their caddies delivered yet, and I have been collecting these 
from Elizabeth House and delivering them. Let me know if 
you are missing the food caddy and I’ll be very happy to 
collect and bring it to you. If you have any other problems 
with your waste collections it is best to email 
123collections@stratford-de.gov.uk or phone on 01789 
260123. Please let me know too, as I continue to help 
residents with this new collection, so that problems can be 
resolved. There is the new Council app for smartphone 
users which tells you all about the collections and it will 
send you reminders. You can search on your phone for the 
Stratford District Council app, or look at this link 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/waste-recycling/waste-and- 
recycling-app.cfm 


COST OF LIVING EMERGENCY 
With the continued cost of living emergency, my group 
proposed funding to advice and help residents struggling 
with energy costs in our alternative budget in February. 
This was unanimously voted through by the council and the 
local charity Act on Energy has now been tasked with 
administering the fund. I hope to organise together with the 
parish council a village drop-in surgery by Act on Energy to 
give advice to residents. I will keep you updated on any 
progress. This could focus on off grid properties, which rely 
on oil and LPG. 

For help and advice on energy costs, Act on Energy can 
be contacted on 0800 988 2881, or check their website 
https://actonenergy.org.uk/ > 
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STRATFORD HOSPITAL = 


Minor Injuries (not A&E) 


MINOR INJURY UNIT: CHANGES UPDATE 

The Minor Injuries Unit has now reopened, and from the 
proposed weekend opening, days have now changed. The 
service will initially be available on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays between 9am-Spm. Please note it will not be 
open at weekends at the current time. Operating during the 
week also means that the Minor Injuries Unit will be able to 
offer the same level of Radiology services. A plan is being 
developed to extend the opening days to include Mondays 
from late September and the operating hours will continue 
to be reviewed regularly. My colleagues and I will continue 
to ask for the full reopening of the MIU. I believe that with 
a town the size of Stratford, as well as considering all 
surrounding villages, old and new, and the increase in 
population in the last few years, we should have a fully 
operational MIU. 


UK SHARED PROSPERITY FUND 
The District Council has conditionally been allocated just 
over £3.5 million from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund to be 
drawn down in annual stages and invested over a three-year 
funding period until March 2025. In order to 'unlock' and 
receive its conditional allocation, the District Council 
submitted an Investment Plan. This sets out how the District 
Council proposes to use and or allocate the fund over the 
designated funding period against the three investment 
priorities set by the Government of: 

¢ Communities and Place 

¢ Supporting Local Business 

* People and Skills 
Further actions will include an annual call for projects and 
the formal establishment of a Partnership Advisory Group, 
which will consider proposed projects and make 
recommendations to the District Council's Cabinet on the 
delivery of the fund, after it has been allocated. Once 
criteria are specified and a call for projects announced I will 
work together with my parish councils to identify any 
possible project to submit. 
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POLLING STATION REVIEW 

As you might be aware, there are new ward boundaries for 
the district of Stratford-on-Avon coming into force in time 
for the local elections in May 2023. As a consequence of 
this, the Council is required to review the locations of the 
polling districts and polling places to make sure that these 
are in the right areas for the new wards. A Draft Polling 
Review 2022 Schedule sets out the Council’s initial 
proposals of the polling districts and places. For the villages 
of Welford and Weston, the council proposes the Memorial 
Hall on the High Street in Welford, and as this is very well 
known to residents and has been used for many years as our 
polling station, I have supported this location. 


APPEAL LAND NORTH OF MILLERS CLOSE 
APP/J3720/W/22/3297821 

I have submitted my comments for the appeal by the 
developer for the land off Millers Close, this is an appeal 
the developers have submitted against the council’s “no 
determination” for this application. 


BUSES 

Following a retendering of the subsidised bus services in 
this area, the Diamond buses routes have been taken over by 
Stagecoach. Revised timetables can be found on WCC 
website and Stagecoach websites, and I asked Warwickshire 
County Council to provide these too at relevant bus shelters. 
Regarding the Bus Service 27 (Stratford-Luddington- 
Welford-Long Marston-Pebworth) the daytime timetable is 
reduced, with some time changes in the early morning and 
late afternoon/early evening (see timetable on the following 
page). The 1825 trip from Stratford to Pebworth operates 
now via Stratford Rail Station Interchange at 1830 for Rail 
connections. 


MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Friday 30th September @10:30am Memorial Hall 
I’m very pleased to announce that I will be hosting a Coffee 
morning at 10:30 to 12pm on Friday 30th September, 
raising money for MacMillan Cancer Support. Hope to see 
you then. And of course, Ill be on hand too to chat and 
listen to any issues and ideas over cake and coffee. 
Finally, I look forward to joining the village for its 
Remembrance events later in November, as well as for the 
forthcoming Coronation Day celebration. 
As usual, please don’t hesitate to contact me with any 
query, issue or concern you might have. 
Warmest best wishes, 
Manuela 
Cllr Manuela Perteghella 
manuela.perteghella@stratford-dce.gov.uk 
07870488071 
Facebook @CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford 


Barton Dovecote Caravan Site 0750 Stratford Bridge Street N25 «41325 «#41510 1610 1610 1715 1825 
Dorsington 0756 Stratford Wood Street N27 «1327» «= 1512H ~1612G «(1612 

Broad Marston Marston Grange 0637 x 0905 155 1355 1749 Luddington Church 1137 «1337-1529 «1627 =:1622 

Pebworth New Road 0639 x 0907 157 1357 1751 Welford Church Lane 142 «61342 «691534 «1632 1627 | 1736 1846 
Long Marston opp Wyre Lane 0646 x 0914 1204 1404 1758 Welford Headland Road 145 «1345 x 1635 1630 | 1739 1849 
Welford Headland Road x x osi4 o918 1208 1408 1802 Long Marston Wyre Lane 149 =«1349 x 1639 1634] 1743 1953 
Welford Bell Inn 0650 0804S 0816 0920 1210 1410 1804 Broad Marston Marston Grange 155 1355 x x 1749 1859 


0926 1216 1416 1810 Pebworth New Road N87 = 1357 x x 1751 +1901 
0937 1227 1427 1819 Dorsington 1543 «1645 


Luddington opp Church 
Stratford Wood Street 
Barton Dovecote Caravan Site 1849 1651 


runs via West Green Drive 0706, 0825 (Sch) & 0834 (Hol) 


also serves Trevelyan Crescent at 0710 runs via Redlands Crescent at 1723 & 1838 


Broad Marston Marston Grange oso01 o905 55 1355 1749 Stratford Bridge Street N25 1325 «7151825 
Pebworth New Road 0g03 O907 157 1357 1751 Stratford Wood Street N27 «1327 | 1717 :1827R 
Long Marston opp Wyre Lane 0810 0914 1204 1404 ; 1758 : Luddington Church W370: 1337 | 1731~=— 1841 
Welford Headland Road 0814 osi8 1208 1408 1802 Welford Church Lane 42 1342 | 1736 «61846 
Welford Bell inn osi8 0920 1210 1410 1804 Welford Headland Road N45 1345 | 1739 1849 
Luddington opp Church 0926 1216 1416 1810 Long Marston Wyre Lane 149 «1349 | 7430-1853 
Stratford Wood Street 0937 1227 1427 1819 Broad Marston Marston Grange 1155 «41355 | 1749 1859 
Pebworth New Road S57 = 1357 | 1751 91901 


runs via West Green Drive 0834 


runs via Redlands Crescent at 1723 & 1938 


ch runs on school days 


Hol runs on school holidays . 


G_sruns via Shottery The Bell at 1618 


H runs via Stratford High School at 1520 


R runs via Stratford Rail Station Interchange 1830 


COMMUNITIES 
PREPARED 


aca 


ES 


esprepared.org.uk/westmids 


££ @CommunitiesPrepared 


@communiti 


William A Cadbury 


COMMUNITIES 
PREPARED 
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D 
SEAN FEENEY 
furniture 


Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 
Restorer of Fine Antiques 


Multi award-winning Master Crafisman 
Berry Hill Studio 
Weston-on-Avon To advertise in 


Stratford-on-Avon 


Warwickshire CV37 8JX \W e Ifo r d M att ers 


07821 330 362 
please enquire at 


enquiries @seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


WWW.ARLEWISTREECARE.CO.UK 


* ALLASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY 
& FENCING 
* RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL WORKS 
# FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED 
* FREE QUOTATIONS & ADVICE 


- < Nh 


—s = 
f 7ARLewistreecare 


CONTACT ALEX FOR A QUOTE OR TO ARRANGE AN APPOINTMENT 


° AR LEWIS TREE SURGERY & FENCING 01789 751403 


Stratford-Upon-Avon 


Warwickshire 07595 336478 
email sales@arlewistreecare.co.uk ; 


Community 


Welford-on-Avon Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting (May 2022) 


Chairman’s Report 


Welcome to our Annual Parish Meeting, for the first time in 
two years in person! it is great to be business back to normal 
and to see so many clubs and village groups here tonight, 
welcome.. 

It has been another busy year for your Parish Council with 
lots of great things happening locally and some not so great! I 
will list them shortly and of course the other official thing 
that needs to be done at this time of the year is to update you 
on the Parish Council finances — these will be posted on our 
website and the main notice board in due course. The 
numbers given here are pre-audit and therefore subject to 
change. 


PEOPLE CHANGES 
Since last year we now have one new Councillor; Martyn 
Stanley and a new Clerk & RFO! 

Martyn is replacing Natalie Kennedy who has moved out 
of the village. Natalie looked after village maintenance and 
did a great job for us. Thank you Natalie. 

Our new Parish Clerk & RFO is Iona Wibberley who lives 
in Quineys Leys. Iona has picked up the reins from Adele 
Street brilliantly. A very warm welcome to Iona. Fortunately, 
the village has not lost the talents of Adele because she now 
works on a part-time basis for the school. I think a big thank 
you is due to Adele for managing the Parish Council business 
through the tricky times of Covid and she certainly left things 
in good shape. 

Your councillors are Jamie Hockaday - planning and the 
deputy chair; Martyn Stanley Rights of Way, footpaths and 
Cress Hill; Martin Lake - finances and procedures; Neal 
Appleton — Highway matters including speeding, playground 
equipment and PC publicity; Debbie Jones — School liaison, 
Flood Action Group, Remembrance Day and defibrillators; 
We do shuffle responsibilities to match people skills so these 
portfolios can change. 

And we have one vacancy which we will fill in the next 
month or so through co-option. 

Manuela Perteghella continues to support the Parish 
Council on many issues - thank you Manuela. 

If you’re interested and think that you have got the time and 
energy to contribute to your local community, please let me 
know directly or via Iona. 


PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ISSUES: WE NEED 
YOUR HELP 

Planning permission has now been granted for 192 houses 
within the Parish. A like-for-like comparison for 
development within the Built-up Area Boundary is 141 actual 


vs 84 SDC allocation. We are well above the number of 
houses we are expected to accommodate. The latest 
information available indicates that SDC now have a 5-year 
land supply of 8.42 years and of course Welford-on-Avon 
has its Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). There is a 
copy of our NDP on our website www.welfordonavon.com. 
This document outlines the ‘Vision’ for our village and 
community with it; it’s well worth a read.. 

We have also updated our housing needs assessment 
(2019), again this is available on our website. 

However, these don’t stop new applications and we 
currently have three contentious ones; 1. Weston House on 
the corner of the Long Marston Road and the Milcote Road 
for 5 extra houses which is now going to Appeal; we believe 
this development is too dense for an edge of village setting 
and the proposed access is on a dangerous junction opposite 
an electricity substation — please write in to SDC. 2. 
Following protracted discussions with the developers the 
Kehlstein application, off the Barton Road for 23 houses, it is 
now likely to go ahead. We have managed to alter the access 
and improve things considerably for the residents in Barton 
Meadow. 3. Land off Millers Close (the green houses); this is 
outside the built-up area, removes rural employment and the 
application is made on the back of the updated Site 
Allocations Plan that is still in consultation! This 
development is currently on hold because there is a legal 
challenge to SDC’s position that the self-build Act of 2015 
supersedes all previous planning legislation, as the Parish 
Council pointed out at the Planning Committee. 

The development behind Blundells Croft was rejected on 
Appeal, so that preserves the green space between the High 
Street and Headland Road. 

If we are going to maintain Welford-on-Avon as the great 
village that it is, we need you to support your Parish Council 
by writing in to object when needed. Action please.. 

We commented on about 100 planning applications last 
year along with developments in Long Marston / Lower 
Quinton. 

Biodiversity has been, and continues to be, an important 
aspect of our village and we encourage all developers large 
and small to improve, not just maintain, biodiversity as part 
of their development. 

We now insist that with all major developments we have a 
Construction Management Plan as part of the application to 
ensure access / egress and that working hours etc are clear. 

We continue to push our case for improvements to the 
infrastructure in the village - roads, sewerage, schooling etc - 
before we get more housing! > 
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MOVING ON TO OTHER THINGS 

Welford Flood Action Group led by John Wharam and 
managed by Sue Fell, continue to push for better flood 
resilience and preparedness throughout the village; you can get 
more information from our website. 

As you know we have two Defibrillators in the village. 
These of course need checking regularly and now Debbie 
Jones is doing this... 

Traffic speed continues to be a problem and, combined 
with the new housing developments, it is putting the local road 
system under real strain. The Community Speed Watch team, 
which was led by Ian Edwards, did a great job and were very 
effective when they were out there. We currently don’t have a 
leader of the team so if you, or someone you know, would like 
to take it on please let me know. 

The Parish Council have installed a new ‘village gateway’ 
on the Long Marston Road with the one on the Barton Road 
being refurbished. If we all do 30mph or less in the village that 
will help considerably. 

The Remembrance Day service in the village was back on 
last year and again we closed the road for 30 minutes or so. We 
had about 40-50 residents and about 90 school children 
attending and again we had 4 of the best poems read out in 
public.. Well done to all and thank you to Julie Leaman for 
organising the children’s focus on the World Wars. 

The Memorial Hall (led by Peter & Sue Hook) is now open 
for business as usual, a great facility for the village. 

The Millennium Trust site at the entrance to the village 
continues to be managed very well by Dereck Tribe with 
Simon Hodgetts looking after the finances. Thank you to both 
Dereck and Simon for their contributions. 

Our footpath network remains in good shape, the work 
carried out last year has held up well. They continue to be used 
heavily by the dog walking fraternity and many others who just 
enjoy being out in the open countryside. 

We continue to monitor their condition and to that end 
Martyn Stanley, our new Parish Councillor, has just completed 
a full audit of all the statutory paths in the Parish, we will 
publish this on the website in due course. Thank you Martyn. 

It was a very sad day when the Butchers and Deli closed 
down and I’m not sure what we’re going to get in its place but 
let’s hope that we get something up and running soon.. 

On a brighter note: we are planning to plant 7 mature trees 
in the village to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
They won’t get planted until September so that nature can look 
after them for their first 6 months of life. 

A final thank you to all those who I haven’t mentioned for 
their contribution to village life! 


OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE VILLAGE 

Doug Lewis continues as our formal Tree Warden and 
provides expertise and comments on all tree applications in the 
Conservation Area - a big thank you to Doug. 
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Peter Deakin took over as Flag Captain and our Standard 
Bearer is Alan Phillips, thank you to both Peter and Alan. 

Our ‘webmaster’ Colin Winston continues to do a great 
job transforming our website and making it more like a 21st 
century system! Thank you, Colin for your continued efforts. 

Lastly and by no means least, the Welford Matters team 
led by Richard Ham. They continue to do a magnificent job 
producing our free local magazine and getting all of the 
adverts and articles in on time and delivering to every 
property in the Parish. There are about 50 sponsors which is 
fantastic. I am sure if anyone would like to add their name to 
the list and make their contribution, then Richard and the 
team would be delighted - e-mail 
welfordmatters@gmail.com . The team also includes Norman 
Leece (Finance & Advertising), Matt Winston (Webmaster), 
Colin Winston (Webmaster II), Jan Turner (Distribution), 
Linda Sugden and me. Thanks to all. 

Another important global issue is of course the war in 
Ukraine. The Parish Council are actively trying to help 
refugees link up with hosts in and around the village. Two of 
our councillors are active in the area and one has already 
taken in some people. 

A big welcome to those who have recently come here. 


PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES AND PRECEPT 

The Parish Council had a total income the year before last of 
£48,956 which includes nearly £17,000 from S106 / CIL 
monies (contributions from developers) most of which was 
spent with the surplus topping up our reserves. As you will 
have seen this year we have increased the precept so that we 
can replace the significant funding we’ve previously received 
from developers. 

The Parish Council had a total income for last year of 
£30,947 which included £24,320 from taxation (our precept) 
£5,307 from S106 / CIL monies (contributions from 
developers) and £1,318 from the Sports Club. £3,124 of VAT 
is owed and is due to be reclaimed so will be included in 
2022/23 accounts. 

A total of £25,457 has been spent on maintaining and 
improving the village. The biggest expenditure items are: 

¢ £6,859 Grass cutting the Churchyard, the Footpaths, 

Maypole Green, Holland Meadow, Birds Green, Bell 

Green and Synder Meadow for the football and cricket 

clubs. 

* £2,740 for the purchase and installation of new village 
gateways to improve Highways safety. 
¢ £2.636 has been spent on maintaining Synder Meadow 
fencing. 
¢ £1.030 looking after public rights of way in the village. 
* £1,394 on general village maintenance. 
We made donations of £1,200 to the Millennium Trust and 
£500 to Welford Matters. 
We finished the year with fixed assets valued at £97,295. > 


Thanks also to Raj and the team at the Maypole Stores, 
Roger Timms at the garage and Richard Bluck at the 
Farm Shop in Weston... The Bell and the Four Alls have 
also done their bit with take-aways during lock-down and 
with Will taking on the Shakespeare for the second time, 
we are back to three great establishments in the village! 
And a final plea from me and my fellow councillors: 
there are quite a few issues that we don’t have the 
resources to take on, such as a Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme, work on the Synder Meadow pavilion, Speed 
Watch and more. If you would like to take on a new 
challenge or just get more involved please come and talk 
to us after the meeting. 
Many thanks for your continued support. 
Simon Carter 
Chair, Welford-on-Avon Parish Council. 


RATIONALE FOR PRECEPT INCREASE 

Following discussion at the Parish Council meetings on 
the 4th and 18th January your Parish Council agreed to 
increase the amount of money raised through its precept. 

Up until this year, the amount charged by the Parish 
Council was the lowest across all Parishes with 500 or 
more houses in Stratford upon Avon District (SDC). In 
fact, the average charge for each Band D property in 
villages with 500 or more houses ranged from c.£28 in 
Welford-on-Avon to c.£98 in Long Itchington, with an 
average of about £60. The increase this year equates to 
less than 30p per week per household to c.£44 and this 
still means that the amount charged per household in 
Welford-on-Avon is below that charged by 75% of all 
other Parishes. 

In the past few years our income has been supported 
by developer contributions. Given the number of houses 
already built in the village (and the Parish Council’s 
view is that this is not expected to continue), we will 
need additional funding from the residents to cover this 
reduction and balance the budget. 

For example, we have received funds from developers 
to improve playground equipment on the field next to the 
school. However, following further investigation the 
sums received will not enable us to buy any substantial 
new equipment hence the need to raise additional funds. 
This capital funding is great for new equipment, but we 
need Operational expenditure from our precept to 
maintain it. 

Another example of recent major spending is the 
improvements we have made to the local footpath 
network by resurfacing them. Some of this work was 
funded by developer contributions and grants and whilst 
we will continue to pursue both of these sources of 
income, we need to raise more money to keep them in 
good shape. m= 
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St. Peter’s Church - Welford on Avon 
and All Saints’ Church - Weston 


St. Peter's, Welford 
and All Saints’, Weston 
are part of ‘Avonvale Churches’ with 
St. James the Great, Long Marston 
St. Swithin's, Quinton 
and Meon Vale Church 


October 2022 


We would be happy to welcome you to the following services 


eA 


At St. Peter's Welford... 


Sunday 2nd 10.30 a.m Harvest Thanksgiving for all ages 
(with collection of non-perishable 
foods for Birmingham City Mission 


Basics Bank) 


Open Doors 
Informal Praise and Worship 
Starting with refreshments 


Sunday 9th 10.30 a.m 


Sunday 16th 
Sunday 23rd 


Holy Communion 


Messy Church 

Bible based theme with stories, 
songs, crafts and afternoon tea 
Sunday 30th 


10.30 a.m No service at St. Peter's (see below) 


AtAll Saints Weston... 


Sunday 9th & 23rd 9am Holy Communion 


from the Book of Common Prayer 


Sunday 30th 10.30 a.m A Service for All Saints 


for all the Avonvale Churches 


Additional Communion Services at Avonvale Churches... 
Sunday 2nd 
Sunday 9th & 23rd 


9am 


10.30 a.m 


Holy Communion at Long Marston 


Holy Communion at Quinton 


November 2022 
We would be happy to welcome you to the following services 
At St. Peter's Welford... 


Sunday 6th 10.30 a.m Family Communion for all ages 


10.45 a.m Service of Remembrance 


for Remembrance Sunday 


Sunday 13th 


Sunday 20th 9am. Holy Communion 


Sunday 27th 4pm Messy Church 
Bible based theme with stories, 


songs, crafts and afternoon tea 
At All Saints Weston... 


Sunday 13th & 27th 9am Holy Communion 


from the Book of Common Prayer 


Additional Communion Services at Avonvale Churches... 


Sunday 6th 9am Holy Communion at Long Marston 


Sunday 27th 10.30 a.m Holy Communion at Quinton 


A Service 
for 
All Saints Day 
All Saints Church Weston on Avon 


Sunday 30th October 2022 
10.30 a.m. 


All are welcome to this service which will include the 
opportunity to give thanks for and remember loved ones 
who have gone before us. 
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MEON VALE 


LEISURE CENTRE 


FOLLOW US 


WALKING 
FOOTBALL 


For adults 50+ years old 
Tuesday 10:00am - 11:00am 
£3 per person 

A slow-paced version of our beautiful game suitable for men and women. 


It is designed to help people have an active lifestyle regardless of their age 
and ability, as well as getting people back to playing football. 


It is a great way to keep fit, have fun and socialise. 


Email reception@meonvaleleisure.co.uk or call 01789 721 887 


e 
meonvaleleisure.co.uk 


JESSICA STEVENS 
< _) PHOTOGRAPHY 


Capturing natural, 
for familie 


COFFEE SHOP & 
COMMUNITY SPACE 


Opening hours: 


Tuesday - Saturday 
10am - 4pm 
Located alongside Meon Vale Park & Skatepark 
CV37 BYE 
(Parking free) 


Instagram: @thepavilionatmeon Facebook: @thepavilioncoffeeshop 


Footpaths 


Living in Welford we can count ourselves lucky for so 
many things. One of those are the numerous off-road walks 
that we have that wind alongside the river, through and 
along various fields and meander between and behind 
houses. 

Although Warwickshire County Council are primarily 
responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of these prized 
paths through our village, the Parish Council has always 
taken an active part in maintaining and improving these as 
well. Supported by villagers, who regularly cut back hedges 
and trees on their property that line the footpaths the village 
can justifiably be proud of the state of these paths. 

The Parish Council undertook a comprehensive audit of 
all of many kilometres of paths in February this year. This 
involved walking each of the paths, some of which were 
extremely difficult, identifying and photographing area of 
concern- lacking appropriate signage, flooding issues, lack 
of maintenance etc. Examples of which can be seen below. 
The primary objective was to create a long-term plan to 
ensure that these paths continue to be able to be used by 
villagers and visitors alike. The result of that audit was an 
action plan, a copy of which is below. 


Community 


Signage onthe footpath 
by Boat Lane i 


oad 
Each footpath has a Stratford District Council number e.g 
SD 18, which is used to identify them quickly by both and 
the County and Parish Councils. It’s these that are used on 
the audit action plan below. 

As a result of the audit and action planning ,footpaths 
identified as of concern are due to have work on then started 
in October although, villagers will have already noticed the 
surface improvements to the Avon Valley footpath from by 
the Bell and on the lower stretches of the path linking 
Binton Road across the field to Church Lane. 

Thanks for all the villagers who update on path 
conditions and we will action them as and when we can but 
please be aware direct action can be found on the WCC 
website that enables you to report instances of fallen trees, 
over hanging branches and other hazards that would be their 
direct responsibility. m 


FOOTPATH AUDIT FEBRUARY 2022 SUMMARY 
lFootpath | Grading _| Issues( if any) identified Actions to be taken and timescale 
$022 a 
S024 
S025 


SD26 $m stretch of pathway that needs gravelling at Boat Contacted WCC re handrails and banking safety and branches- Richard 

Lane entrance Barnard to investigate. Handrails removed 

Uneven and narrow footpath for approximately Look at widening path -perhaps use volunteers 

300m.Damaged footpath banking and handrailing. Ricard Barnard to update situation re volunteer support from 
Probationary service. MS follow up March 22 


Future development of Cress Hill area PC to discuss 


Monitor yearly 


Damaged footpath banking and handrailing Contact WCC re handrails and banking safety and branches- Richard 
approximately 5m Barnard to investigate. MS follow up March 22 
Footpath across field underwater in areas PC to investigate hard coring areas- seek estimate funding from PC 


Some areas of footpath need monitoring for PC to investigate hard coring areas - seek estimate funding from PC 
waterlogging 


Significant section of footpath at the Welford village PC to investigate hard coring areas - seek estimate funding from PC 
end needs major re surfacing to ensure ease of use and 
safe’ 


Broken gate. Significant waterlogging to footpath. Contact landowner re hedgerow and bramble clearance. PC to 
Overgrown brambles. No path signposting on footpath. | investigate route of footpath after Stud farm. 
Location of path difficult 


No significant issues following audit: monitor as necessa 


Some issues that need monitoring on ongoing basis 
Issues that need addressing as a matter of urgency including referral to WCC 
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Other relevant issues 
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Back in July the Friends of Welford School (FOWS) held 
its annual school summer camp out and festival on the 
playing field at Headland Road. This year was a huge 
success (raising over £3,000!) and a welcome return to 
normality after the inevitable cancellations of previous 
years' events due to the Covid pandemic. 

In addition to raising valuable funds for the school, 
WOA!FEST is also an opportunity to bring school families 
(new and existing) together and a wonderful last hurrah for 
those pupils moving on to senior school next year. 

For the children, lots of games, sports, dance and drama 
workshops, arts and crafts and a tuck shop were laid on 
throughout the day. There was also some fantastic live 
music from local bands, lots of food and a bar. The 
highlight for many was the opportunity to camp overnight 
in the field surrounded by their friends. Needless to say, few 
managed to get much sleep but this was cured with a great 
breakfast in the morning. 

The next FOWS event is going to be a conker 
competition for the school children in October and this will 
be followed by many other events including; book fairs, 
cinema nights, Christmas and summer fairs, bingo/quiz 
night and of course, WOA!FEST 2023! However, none of 
these wonderful things can happen without the help of more 
school parent volunteers, if your child goes to the school 
(including nursery parents) and you want to get involved 
please come along to the FOWS AGM at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 22nd September. This will be a great opportunity 
to meet new parents too. For more information, please email 
FOWSwelford@outlook.com or call Charlotte McCarthy on 
07970 949914. 
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BCM Harvest 


Many thanks to all who have supported St. Peter's previous 
collections at Easter, and summer for Birmingham City 
Mission's foodbank and it's resource centre. Your donations 
made a huge difference to people experiencing financial 
hardship. 


There is another opportunity to support their work when 
they visit Welford on Friday 7th October specifically for their 
annual Harvest Appeal, so tins, packets of food, and 
toiletries will be most welcome to support homeless, elderly 
and other people in need; the graphic opposite illustrates 
the types of produce they particularly appreciate. 


Please note they will also gratefully accept donations in 
good condition of clothing & bedding (over 1,700 free 
changes of clothes given each year), and furniture & 
electrical appliances (250 furniture starter packs delivered to 
people moving into their own accommodation each year). 


BCM's van will collect from Welford on Friday 7th October 
between 11:00 and 14:00 and St Peters church rooms will 
be opening up on Sunday 2nd October from 13:00 to 
15:00 to receive any donations. 

Please speak to lan (Tel. 07714 797771) for further 
information. 
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Community 


Please donate 
as many 


tins & packets 


as you can 


Birmingham City Mission's food bank at the 
Resource Centre provides over 150 food 
parcels each month for individuals and 
families in need. If you are able, please help 
by donating non-perishable food items and 
toiletries, for example: 

Coffee, tea & hot chocolate 

Milk (UHT or powdered) & sugar 

Tinned potatoes, vegetables & tomatoes 
Pasta, rice & noodles 

Spaghetti hoops 

Tinned meat & fish 

Tinned fruit, rice pudding & custard 
Cereals & biscuits 

Jam & marmalade 

Toothpaste, soap, shower gel & shampoo 
Toilet rolls & nappies 

Deodorant & sanitary products 


Birmingham City Mission Resource Centre 
The Clock Tower, 2 Langdon Street 
Birmingham B9 4BP 

Tel: 0121 766 6603 

Opening hours: 

Tuesday to Thursday from10am to 4pm 
birminghamcitymission.co.uk 

Reg Charity No. 1051023 
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Village Directory 


Please check with societies or organisations if Parish Council 


events are proceeding before venturing out Chairman, Welford Matters Liaison, Simon Carter 


Welford Sports Club Trustee 

Parish Council Clerk, Responsible Finance Officer ona Wibberley 
Deputy Chair, Planning, NDP, Enforcement, amie Hockaday 
7:30pm Friday, 30th September - Memorial Hall L & SDC Planning Liaison 
SSE Financial Matters, Audit, Annual Accounts, artin Lake 
Finance Process, Contracts & Procedures 
7:15pm Tuesday, 4th October - Memorial Hall illage Maintenance - Grit Bins, Notice Boa artyn Stanley 
ee a ateways, Synder illennium Tr 
epresentitive, Ann ish Meeting Team 
2:00pm Saturday, 8th October - Bowls Club ights of Way, Footpaths including Pavements, Robert Brown 


ess Hill & PC Land nent, Annual Parish 
eeting Lead 


10:30am Friday, 14th October - Memorial Hall Ese ae Group, Remembrance Day, Defibrillators, Debbie Jones 
: chool Liaison 


Website, Publicity, Community Liaison, Traffic Issues, Neal Appleton 


2:00pm Saturday, 15th October - Memorial Hall Hel i met ep Me a ailenevan 


0771 521 1340 (office hours only please) welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


7:15pm Tuesday, 18th October - Memorial Hall 
Community 


: Allotments Over 60s Club 
7:15pm Tuesday, 1st November - Memorial Hall Linda Horrocks 01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 
____ ooo, peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk : 
Scout & Guide Grout 
: ; Art Grou 01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 
10:30am Friday, 4th November - Memorial Hall 789 750040 (Jill Rose) 
——————————————————ee : ; Welford Wives 

istory Socie 


i 
y 01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 
789 750716 (Brad Plimmer) 


10:50am Friday, 11th November - Memorial Hall Police Community Support 
Fearne nitting for Crisis Officer — 
789 750329 (Jan Harris) Becky Morris 


07890 512300 
Oil Consortium : 
01789 750480 (Mike Banning-Lover) Safer Neighbourhood Team 
welfordoilgroup@gmail.com alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 


7.15pm Tuesday, 22nd November - Memorial Hall 


7:15pm Tuesday, 6th December - Memorial Hall 


Sports 
Golf Course 
Welford Sports Club 01789 751007 


: : : 07711 887805 (James Kimpton 
10:30am Friday, 9th December - Memorial Hall jameskimpo@b internet.com pibiats Football Club 


; 7713 070622 (Andy Newton) 
ene Club drew.newton@adeptmanagement.com 
9 750998 


01 Brian Quelch) : 

Seniors Football Club 
Bowls Club _ 07833 545474 (Jack sy 
01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) murf_jack@hotmail.co.u 


B Oa rd G ames Afte rnoon Cricket Club Vets Football - The Fat Dads 
07928 699202 (Will Gough) 07711 887805 (James Kimpton) 
william.gough99@btinternet.com jameskimpo@btinternet.com 


Do you wish you had someone to play 
: : Amenities 
board games with? Dominoes, 
é : poe Beauty & Hair Methodist Church 
Triominoes, Scrabble, card games etc,? 01789750002 Rev Audrey Simpson 
aspirebeautyandhair.com 01789 267971 


Well now you can play at Welford Tenell evaes@googlemail.com 


j j j i 789 750353 St Peter's Church 
Memorial Hall with other like-minded Beclacorat onl ihe Geena 


01789 751 


789 751329 The Shakespeare 
efourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 01789 75155 


friends. Board games afternoons The Four Alls 
0 
t 


restarted on Thursday Sept 8th and will be 


Maypole Stores Welford Garage 
on every 2nd Thursday of the month from Mea Peer caae 


2 - 4pm. Just come along. Memorial Hall Millennium Conservation Area 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com Dereck Tribe — 07890 324625 


